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NO LONGER / 
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PSPEAK, 


DC COMICS SALUTES TUE E 


avid Michelinie (1948) est l'un de ces nombreux scénaristes qui ont fait une longue carrière dans l'industrie 

des comics sans rien écrire d'indigne ni que l'on se sente obligé de crier au génie. C'est souvent correct, 

quelques fois excellent et parfois franchement loupé. Son law, the Unconquered se situe dans cette 

moyenne. Œuvre de commande, censée pasticher Conan, de ce côté-là c'est réussi, elle oblique avec l'arrivée 
d'un nouveau dessinateur vers la SF avec notamment des réminiscences de Galactus 


Ernie Chan (1940-2009) avait été l'assistant de John Buscema (1927-2002) 
dont le dessin avait porté Conan au pinacle commercial. Ce n'est donc pas 
un hasard s’il avait été choisi tant son style fait penser à celui du maître, 
un ton en dessous toutefois. 


On retrouve son nom autant chez Marvel que chez DC, parfois orthogra- 
phié Chua. Né aux Philippines, il devient Chua suite à une erreur de trans- 
cription sur son bulletin de naissance. À son arrivée aux Etats-Unis en 
1970 c'est sous ce nom que paraitront ses premières planches. Le nom 
sera corrigé quand il obtiendra la nationalité américaine en 1976. 


Keith Giffen (1952) qui prit la suite à compter du #8 a également fait une 
longue carrière dans les comics. On peu dire de lui ce qui a été dit de Mi- 
chelinie quelques lignes plus haut : Ni tâcheron, ni génie 


Au moment où il entame Claw c'est encore un jeune dessinateur dont le 
style s'affirmera davantage avec l'expérience. 


la suite du succès de Conan le Barbare chez M arvel, DC Comics riposte et 
crée une succession de sagas telles que Sword of Sorcery (1973) ou encore 
Warlord (1976). À celles-ci d'autres suivront à l'instar d'Arak Son of [7 
Thunder (1981), Dragonlance (1988) ou encore Atlantis Chronides (1990) dj. 
mais aucune ne sera à la hauteur des espérances du grand public, hormis 
Dragonlance 


Claw vit dans un monde qui n'est évidemment 
pas sans rappeler celui de Conan dont la carte 
fait un peu penser à l'extrême sud du conti- 
nent américain, le rio de la Plata local étant 
coincé entre la Pytharie (Pytharia en vo) et le 
Boske. 


SABL, Le héros est lui-même pytharien, (soit dit en 
AT passant il vaut mieux être pytharien que bon à 
rien !) et ne s'appelle pas évidemment Claw 

mais répond au nom de Valcan 


Il a hérité de ce surnom de Claw (« Griffe » par 
ce que sa main droit n’est pas une main mais 
une patte griffue. 


Encore une histoire d'héritage ! 


Le papa avait appelé un démon, un truc à ne 
pas faire , les choses avaient mal tourné et en 


punition sa main droite fut transformé en griffe, la malédiction se transmettant aux en- 
fants. 


Vous parlez d'une histoire ! 


À l'issue du # (octobre 1976) qui révélait justement les raisons de la malédiction, la | 

} publication est interrompue jusqu'en mai 1978, ce qui n’est jamais un bon signe. La re- 
vue s'arrête définitivement avec le #12 alors que les #13 et 14 étaient déjà rédigés et 
dessinés. 


Le personnage réapparaitra en 2006 dans une mini série avec Red Sonja chez Dynamite 
Comics. La même année Chuck Dixon lance une autre mini-série chez WildStorm, alors 
filiale californienne de DC Comics avec un succès mitigé. 


Depuis le héros revient ici et là en tant que faire valoir d'autres super-héros comme Wonder Woman par exemple. Un autre À 
personnage est affublé du même nom et de la même difformité mais n'a évidemment rien à voir 


M aisil est de revenir aux origines ! 


Garches, le 20 octobre 2022 


Tous ces épisodes sont signés David Michelinie (scénario) et au dessin Ernie Chan (#7) puis Keith Giffen (#8-12) 


7. The People of the M aelstrom 
8. Master of the Seventh Void 
9. Long Die N'hglthss! 

10. The Eater of Souls! 

11. Death at Darkmorn 

12. The Slayer 


…. AS IF TRYING TO MASK THE SUDPEN 
ee V/OLENCE THAT CRACKS THE 7RANQUILITY Es 
NORTHEASTERN KARTH, FT 77] S/LENCE \WNITH VULGAR CRIES OF ALL- 
AS IF ATTEMPTING TO : da TOO-HUMAN FEAR... 


HIDE THE HIDEOUS 

OBSCENITIES THAT 

SNAKE FROM ITS 
ONCE-PLACID SURFACE... 
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Îr Has BEEN 
À LONG QUEST, 
THIS SEARCH 


7 
CLAW! TH-THAT'S 
THE O/L FOR THE \g 
LAMPS! HOW Wii 7 NOT, 
WE SEE OUR WAY HILL-PRINCE / 
THROUGH THE FOGZ7 


PP 


THOUGH 1F À CERTAIN 
FUR-CLAD BARBARIAN 
HAS ANY SAY ABOUT 


À 1T--THEY WILL ALSO 


BUT 1 ZO 


KNOW THAT 
UNLESS WE 
CAN RID 
OURSELVES 
OF THESE 
WORRISOME 

WEEDS-- 


= WE SOON 
WONIT BE SEEING 
ANYTHING,/ 


P WELL, CLAW, 
DO WE TAKE 
THE CHANCE? 


\\ THEY COL? 


CORÉLS LL 


BE MORE 
MONSTERS... 


2| COuLD. BUT 
=) ATTHE < 


ITS AS L'D HOPED-- 
THE FLAMING OIL È 
FLOATS ON THE WATER, 
FORMING À BARRKRIER 
BETWEEN LS AND 
THOSE TWINING 


Ü MONSTROSITIES. 


É THESE CARS 

D WE!LL PULL #1 
1 Romero VW SORRY WE CANT 
F e GET ANY CLOSER-= 


= À THE FLAMES: You” D 


& 7 KNOW/ 


AYE, FRIEND 


MR L | CLAW BUT IM 


AFRAID 
MONSTERS 
AREN'T THE 
AONLY MEAL THE 
A\FLAMES HUNGER 
Q FOR! 4 


-- TM AFRAID 
WEVE LITTLE 
CHOICE! 


WELCOME, MY 

FRIENDS, L AM 

TREFALION-- ZÆ MY PEOPLE, THE 
D) #ESHAHNOY. 


7 IT'S À GOOD THING 
FOR US YOU DID! WE'P 
NOT HAVE LASTED LONG 
WITH MERE ASHES HAVE ALWAYS BEEN | 
BETWEEN US AND THE M FREE OF SUCH À 
BEASTS OF THIS LAKE! {S 


BEASTS2 BUT I 
PON'T UNDERSTAND 
THESE WATERS 


SÉRIE SAS 


For, INDEED, THE 
TROUBLES THAT 
BESET HIM ARE 

NOT THE WORK OF 
FÂTE, BUT ORIGINATE 
LEAGUES DISTANT 
AT À CASTLE 4 
CALLED PARKMORN. 
A | 


Re ee 


--KING OCCLULAS 
JT lor THE YELLOW EYE 
ne ar ] 
se 5 ie 


EXCUSES/ I ASK 
FOR SIMPLE SPELLS 
A CHILL COULD CAST 
AND ALL YOU OFFER 


ie e 


--AND THESE ARE ) 


D OF YOUR COMBAT. 


AND HEARD THE SOUNDS 2 } 


dl 
x 
\ 
| 


Fr 

(II | 

{( PERHAPS THEY HAVE 
M BEEN--UNTIL WOW. 

|] FOR THE MORE I 
TRAVEL THIS GLOBE, M 
THE MORE IT SEEMS | 

THE PISASTERS I 

ENCOUNTER ARE 
CREATED... ESPECIALLY 


| SILENCE SETTLES OVER 

: | THE GRIM BARBARIAN'S 
gd WORPS--WORDS THAT 

RING WITH MORE 7TRU/TH 
THAN HE KNOWS... 


B:BUT, SIRE, I AM À Ÿ 
WIZARP, NOT À GOP! 
HOW COULD L KNOW 
THESE MEDDLESOME 

Ÿ OUTSIDERS WOULD # 

INTERFERE? THE 
WATER-CONJURES 
I SUMMONED SHOULD À 


M7 AVE, SORCERER, SAHOULZ SE YOUR JOB 15 DAT THEN TRY HARDER, \, 
MT HAVE--BUT DIDNIT! NEED L 4 Y 10O570P HiM, À DT WIZARD--OR YOUILL 
M KEEP REMINDING YOU THAT Ÿ MIFTUNG, AND 4 M SOON BE CONJURING 
À 1F THIS BARBARIAN SUCCEEPS À 2, IF YOU CANT  Y DR, S7EW IN THE 
DA IN SR£ECHING THE DIMEN- 4 ES - QE nd SCULLERY 


ULTIMATE \i 
RULE OF À 
THE 
MULTIVERSE 
-COULD 
WELL BE 


SOMETHING 
HN PROTECTS 
HIM! SOMETHING, 
& LI DON'T 
UNDERSTANZ--/ 


WE!LL SOON BE AYE, TREFALION, FOR WE'VE 
HOME, GOOP SI\RS, à BEEN TOLD IT LIES SOMEWHERE 
AND THEN YOU CAN HEREABOUTS AN? -- : 
TELL ME MORE OF — 
THIS TAL/SMAN 
YOU SEEK, 


_- AND WE'LL NOT Ÿ rer à 
LIVE LONG ENOUGH & z S 
TO FIND IT IF THESE \ TURN THE SHIP1) 7€ 
OARSMEN DON'T : ; YS MY FRIEND, 


CE S\ t 
EARN TO MAW/GATE! } AY I VON'T SEE 
: : ; ER # à ; “+ UE) : À WHY YOU'RE 


AFTER ALL, © 
ÆDIONT 1 TELL 


MAEËLSTROM.! QUICKLY, 
TURN THE SHIP BEFORE 
WE'RE SUCKEP IN / 


if 
41/) 
fa 


GLIPES 
L'THAT \ 
INTERS à & : À 


..THOUGH AN EQUALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE ONE... 


RAFT 
-SMOOTH WAL 


SHOULD BY ALL RIGHTS REND IT TO SPL 


à 
à 
$ 
D 
ÿ 
È 


GOES UNQUESTIONEP... 


For THE cEM-sparkLED 
CITY THAT LIES AT THE 
WHIRLPOOLIS BASE PROVES À 
À FAR MORE PEMANDING À 


ANP THE FACT THAT THE FRAIL C 


SOFTLY DOWN A GLASS 


| For À MOMENT, 


/ À VERY, UH, 
PLEASANT 


THE vownware LITTLE TOWN. 


JOURNEY 15 MADE 
IN SILENCE, ANP 
AG THE GLITTERING 


,. | OF BEINGS ARE YOU, 
THAT YOU CAN BEND 
WATURE TO YOUR 
VERY WiLL? 


/ WE ARE BUT 3 
HUMANS, LIKE 
YOURSELVES, ONLY-- 
WELL, COME, LET 
ME SHOW YOU 
OUR CITY. 
EXPLANATIONS 
CAN BE MAPE 
| ALONG THE 


} FRIENDS, ARE A VERY 
À ANCIENT RACE, HAVING 
, AGES AGO REACHEP A 
{ LEVEL OF CIVILIZATION 
À, UNPREAMEP OF TOPAY. 


BENEVOLENT PEOPLE, 1 N | 
WE ATTEMPTED TO 


SHARE OUR: 
ADVANCEMENT 


ONLY OUR CONTEMPORARIES WERE BARBARIC 
BY EVEN 7OPAY!/5 STANVARPS, AND REACTEP TO 
OUR GIFTS WITH A FEAR BORN OF /GNORANCE... 


a A7 € AE 
CPAS À 


W THEY A77ACKED OUR PEOPLE. 

ANP SINCE THERE IS NOTHING À 

HESHAHNOY FINS MORE £OATH- ! à THE FEW OF US THAT 

SOME THAN AN ACT OF V/OLENCE, : x [ SURVIVEP SOUGHT SAFETY 
z IN THE MISTY CONFINES OF 


WE CHOSE NOT TO FAEZAL/ATE-- e : 
N--AND WE WERE : THIS LAKE... 


SLAUGHTERED... 


N WHERE, WITH THE Ai 

OF ANOWLEDGE GAÏNED 
OVER THE EONS, WE 
CONSTRUCTED À SANCTUARY 
WHERE THE HESHAHNOY 
MIGHT LIVE IN PEACE>- 


«FREE OF THE se 
MADNESS THAT 
RULES THE WORLD 


or 


HMPH! NOT EXACTLY MS | 
eo À WHY, 
THE MOST AN TR CERTAINLY 
OF SOLUTIONS / CRE dE 
; 


COURAGEOUS S EPA 


gi 


# Me | 77 you see, mis A 
D LH, FRIEND TREFALION, | CRE VAT CRYSTAL WAS CONSTRUCTED î 
PE 


F RHAPS YOU COULD EXPLAIN f LEE T EH JA BYOUR eat pa 
= R= ' L tA À 13 K 
AE DEBOTOM CR AT Lé 4) FOCUSES WHAT LITTLE SUNW- 
LA LIGHT PASSES THROUGH THE 
sf MISTS ABOVE AND PROVIDES 
US WITH LIGHT AND ENERGY. 


‘/ AND AS FOR THE TRICK 
OF KEEPING THE WATERS 
AT BAY, THAT 15 ACCOM- 
c) AYE, GHILKYN, 
REMAINING SOURCE OF SRE € CHANCE La 1923 5 
POWER--THERE! / hu, > ANOTHER CRUEL 


JEST UPON US. Ç 
FOR IT 1S,IN TRUTH-- 


THE FINAL 
FACET OF THE 
GRIMSTONE./ 


CONTINUE ON 32 PALE FOLOWING.] 


À WhHiEe FAR 
DISTANT, IN 
THE DANK à 

BOWELS OF À Î 
SINISTER  Æ 
PYTHARIAN 
CASTLE... 


VERY WELL 4 
THEN, IFIT'S 
POWER THAT 
IMPRESSES THE 
MIGHTY OCCULAS-- 


SO, THE KING INSISTS 
ON TREATING ME LIKE 
A COMMON SERVAN 


,. AND LEAGUES TO THE 
SOUTH,THE MUP AND AGE- 
LESS SLIME THAT BLANKETS 
THE FLOOR OF THE LAKE 
OF HANPS BEGINS TO STIR-- 


BUT THE 
GEM--WE 
MUST 
HAVE IT/ 


I'M SORRY, 
THAT'S QUITE 
IMPOSSIBLE, 


* RE EE 
DR TE À 
_. .! % M 
KX + 


- 12e 
eh 


SNS 


F i x Vu S] 
A Ë ARK WORPS [\ 
ff JUST SHOW HIM | ARE SPOKEN... f< 
EU WHAT POWER E- 

CAN 2O!/ | 


WE UNDERSTAND 
YOUR POS/TION, 
TREFALION, AND WE 


RESPECT IT. BUT 
PERHAPS, IF YOU 6 
UNDERSTOOD OURS... 


X 
ù 


; HS 
For you see, A NN? 

"he : \ ND 

es NS 


NW \ ÂYE, AND WE 
\ À \ 
À DEMON WAS ù 


\ 
\ \\. SOON LEARNED 
THAT THE ONLY 
UNLEASHED UPON nr GR À IL | à WEAPON THAT 
sd THE WORLD, À FIEND : AELPERSSSS #1 —$ COULD 357OP N'HGLTHSS WAS 
Ü CALLED W'HGLTHSS À 9 é ; ; (= SR. MOONTHORN, À SILVERN SWORD 
WHOSE FAINTEST PORN CRE / 2 AU, LINKED TOMY SHADOWED FAST-- 
TOUCH BRINGS HethecT ::"# ne): L 
HORRIBLE 


\ 
AA 
\N 


-- AND 
SECRETED 

IN À WETHER 
PIMENSION... 


Un AS, 20 8 \ 
, * 


RESF 


Fr VA j 
Te ONLY WAY TO REACH THAT 

DIMENSION 15 BY COMBINING THE 
THREE FACETS OF THE ARCANE GR/MSTO, 
WEWVE FOUGHT DEAPLY PERILS TO OBTAIN : 
TWO FACETS, BUT THEY'RE VSÆLESS WITHOUT 
YOURS.... : 


Ano RECENT OCCURRENCES 
HAVE LED US TO BELIEVE 

THAT N'HGLTHSS WAS SUMMONED 
TO DESTROY ME, AND WILL NOT 
CEASE HIS RAMPAGE UNTIL HE 
SUCCEEDS-- 


--EVEN IF HE 

MUST PESTROY 
à À WORLD IN 
DA THE PROCESS! 


NOW CAN YOU IM SORRY, MY 
UNDERSTAND? FREE FRIENDS, BUT MY 


WILL YOU LET 4 .=| ANSWER REMAINS 
A US HAVE-- 4 Av : UNCHANGELZ |. 


A 


THE HESHAHNOY WILL 
HAVE NOTHING TO PO 
WITH THE PROMOTION 

OF WOLENCE... 


Lirrie L/GH7 
SPILLS DOWN 


THROUGH THE > 2 


SURFACE OFTHE = 

LAKE OF HANDS-- 57 

BUT THAT MATTERS F> 

NAUGHT TO THE 
SLIME-STREWN 
CARICATURE 

THAT LUMBERS 

ALONG ITS SHADOW: | 
PARK FLOOR-- | 22 


/ WELL, FRIEND 


CLAW, 'TWOULD | 
SEEM WE!LL HAVE 


| TO FIND SOME 


A 0 


:-FOR THE CREATURE'S 

GOAL SHINES THROUGH 
HE SHIFTING MURK LIKE 
A DEAPLY BEACON... 


NO, CLAW/ WAIT{ 1F 
YOU REMOVE THE STONE 
NOW, THE HESHAHNOY 


OTHER WAY TO WILL IE! YOU CAN'T-- 
D VEFEAT THAT-- ( 


TES RSA TRDOEAE : = 
M HOLD YOUR TONGLE, “== 
& HILL-MAN, AND TELL x 
NW ME NOT WHAT L CAN 
NS AND CANNOT DOI You 
SEEK TO SAVE À 
WORLD-- 


K 
SOMETHING FAR 
DEARER! 


LS. 


SNS 
1 LOOK FOR ANWNSWERS -- I WAS PROMISEP ' : IF T MUST, 
REASONS WHY THIS TWISTED THAT THE KEY TO MY FRIEND... 
PAW OF A HAND SEEMS TO THESE MYSTERIES I MEAN TO 
HAVE A MIND OF ITS OWW-- LIES WITH THE 
$ SILVER SWORD-- 


COWARDLY 
GODLINGS 
WILL KEEP 
ME FROM IT/ 


THEN COME 
AHEAD, HILL-PRINCE / 
FOR THOUGH IT 
PAINS MY SOUL TO 
KILL YOU, I-- 


à 


QU 
EE 


PLEASE 
DONIT YELL, 
WE DON'T 
LIKE YELLING 


PAGE FOLLOW 


CONTINUED ON 3 RP 


THINK, CLAW! 
15 THIS WHAT YOU 
WOULD DESTROY? 


1S THIS 
INNOCENCE 
TO BE THE 
PRICE PAID 
FOR ONE 
MAN'S à 
OBSESSION ? 


F£ 
A æ , 
AS : 


BUT IT 15 

A CALM THAT 
WILL SOON 8E 
SHATTERED 
BY À MOST 

| UNEXPECTED-- 


THE TEMPORARY 
MAPNESS OF 
DESPAIR SOFTENS, 
AND THE SCENE 
QUIETS ONCE MORE... 


17. 


HO, CLAW / 
TWOULD SEEM 


| YOUR EWEMIES 
:\ STILL SEEK YOU 


de » 


THEN BY ALL 
MEANS, HILL-PRINCE, 
LET US SHOW THESE 
UNSEEN FOES-- 


WELL: PLACED 
BLOWS CAN YIELD Fi 
BUT À SINGLE 

CONCLUSION... 


AC 


BY SAPETH'S 
PRONG/! IT'S LIKE 


FIGHTING MUP/ 1 


--PERHAPS 


THE SUN 
 PRPIRRS 
Wu 
1? FA 


AT 3 
2196, 
NN ZA. 


7 BUT cLAW--\ 
MUP DOESN'T } ÿià 
BURN! 


A DIFFERENT 
TACT 15 CALLED 


AYE, METHINKS Ÿ\ 


RUNNING 2! 


-THAT THEY!VE 
FOUNL ME / 


LikE A PEAL OF UNHOLY 
THUNDER, THE UNFAMILIAR 
SOUNDS OF MORTAL COMBAT 
RING OUT ACROSS THE 
PEACEFUL CITY OF 
THÉ HESHAHNOY... 


Y-YOU MEAN-- ) # 


F FIE./ YOU KNOW 
ME BETTER THAN 
THAT! I MERELY 
MEAN THAT IF 
STEEL CAN'T WIN 


PERHAPS NOT, 
BUT IT DOES 
CRY OUT! 


le AND EVEN THE 
CRUDEST POTTER --1T TURNS _ THAT 
ENOUGH-- FALL WILL CAUSE 


WHEN MUP LOSES 
MOISTURE -- 


WH-WHAT | - 
HAPPENED? À ÿ-| DEATH AND 
caf Î PESTRUCTION 
1S WHAT HAPPENED, 
TREFALION / Fe 


LS. ù 
2 : ë AR AYE! THIS 1S 
11%. D du, ÇA Ÿ THE KIND OF 
= SORCEROUS £ 
WE SEEK THE 
GRIMSTONE 
TO FIGHT / 


CAN YOU SEE NW d 1 MUST ASK 

WHY WE WANT ET | LA, YOU TO LEAVE OUR 
YOUR PRECIOUS À | 4 Rav CITY/ AFTER I HAVE 
GEM NOW? WILL Le ; À F Ÿ ASSURE MYSELF 
YOU NOT RECONSIDER RÈ + | { 14 THAT THE PEOPLE 
YOUR POSITION? CT Je CONCUR WITH MY 

ne, À JUDGEMENT-- 

--1 WILL ACCOMPANY 
YOU TO THE SURFACE! 


7 I... ALREADY 
HAVE RECONSIPEREP 
IT, MY FRIEND. AND I 

HAVE MADE MY 
DECISION. 


JOURNEY UP THE 
TOWERING WALL OF 
WATER BEGINS... 


Ony rs 
TIME THE 
SIDES 7REMBLE, 
CHURNING AS 
IF ANGERED AT 
THE UNNATURAL 


LR ONE On, 2 KE fé 
THE MAELSTROM 
ROILS, TREFALION. 

\ PERHAPS YOUR 
MACHINE: 4 


RTE 


NO, PYTHARIAN, 
TIS MERELY THE 
RESULTS OF THIS 
PARTING GIFT 1 
##\ BRING YOU... 4 


> 


BUT, WHAT 
OF. YOUR 
PEOPLE? 


ALAS, MY FRIENDS, 
IF NOTHING ELSE, 
YOUR VISIT HAS SHOWN 
US THAT WOLENCE 15 
AN (WNESCAPABLE 
PART OF THIS WORLP, 
THAT IT WILL SEEK 
US OUT WHEREVER 
WE MAY BE, ; 


| 


1 


my 


ÿ 


UT PERHAPS, WITH ès 

THE AID OF THIS STONE, = 

YOU CAN MAKE THE 
WORLD INTO À PLACE 
WHERE EVEN WARR/ORS (E: 
MIGHT ONE DAY LIVE 

IN HARMONY... 


PT BL 


WHA--THE 
GRIMSTONE IN 2 
FACET! + D ANA 
THE SAME. FOR YOU SEE, } 
THE ATTACK IN THE PLAZA 
CONVINCED LS ALL THAT YOUR 
NEED 15 FAR GREATER THAN OURS! 


RS 


TIM AFRAID THERE 15 
NO PLACE FOR THE 
HESHAHNOY HERE... 


Al PERHAPS... 


A LR TE 4 5 , 4 
INSTANTLY, TH LR Z 
1,7 


F4 
4 
NAT 


* 


-- STEERING AN 
UNFAMILIAR CRAFT 
TO SAFETY MERE 
SECONDS BEFORE.., 


THE... THE 
WHOLE RACE! 
THEY CHOSE 
DEATH... RATHER AYE, HILL-PRINCE, 
THAN TO LIVE ‘TWOULD SEEM I WAS 
IN À WORLD ’ WRONG TO CALL 
| OF VIOLENCE . # TREFALION AND HIS 
}. PEOPLE COWARDS, 
FOR THOUGH I 
STILL DONIT FULLY 
UNDERSTAND THEIR 
WAYS, THEY DID 
TEACH ME ONE 
THING/ 


1" 1! 
À 
J 


Bu 5ER V4 
h 4] RRQ 
LL 


D mn QU FOOL You Le | 4 ; 
LUNDERING, INCOMPET 
DOLT.!/ NOW THAT ACCURSED ER See, 3 


HE!S PROTECTED! 
{a 


LZAMN HIS 
PROTECTION/ AND DAMN 
YOUR EXCUSES AS WELL / 


THAT ON THIS N 
WORLD OR 
ANY OTHER, 
COURAGE À 
TAKES MANY À 


YOUYE ONE). 
LAST CHANCE, 
WIZARD-- JUST 
ONE! AND BELIEVE 
ME, IF YOU FAIL 
THIS TIME--YOU 
WILL PAY/ 


FEELING THE NAN | MANY DEBTS 
TIME 15 DRAWING À 
NIGH-- 


ä UNSEEN SUN SIFTS 
ITS WAY THROUGH THE 
-SHROUD OF MIST, CASTING 
SPARSE SHADOWS OVER 
À GRIM TABLEAU--TWO. 
STONE-FACED WARRIORS, 
AND THREE PIECES OF À [8 
TALISMAN WHOSE POWER 
CAN ONLY BE GUESSED 
AT IN WHISPERS... 


SPOKEN, THE 
PIÈCES ARE 
JOINEP-- 


lu 
1] 


! 
4 3 Fe. 
+ 


Ne u 


in 
qu 


. 


g z - ° a, pe 7 , 


ON SALE DURING THE THIRD WEEK IN APRILES 


NT eu ca Lt à 


DB PICTURE À WORLD WITHOUT RULES, 
Met MITHOUT KEASON. À WORLE WHERE 
ÊVEN THE SIMPLEST LAWS Of NATURE 
| LE GIBBERING UNHÉEDED'IN FORGOTTEN 
CORNERS. À WORLD WHERE SANITY 15 
À GOSSAMER THING ; EASILY TORN 


"22 TS 


SVG, 


NC 


N 
2 
A * 


TZ 


TZ 


THIS, THEN,/S THE 
M OE CHAOS 


CES EE CN CET ER TITI] ue 


L X e 
Ÿ e UT FOR À GRIM-VISAGEP BARBARIAN 
$ ® Bu HIS GREEN-CLAD COMPANION, ÎT 15 
ALSO THE END OF A COSMOS-SPANNING- 


RER. 0 \ 

#7 -- AN ARDUOLS SEARCH WHOSE OUTCOME 
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THOULP SEEM, HILL-PRINCE, 
| THE GRIMSIONE PIP * 
ITS WORK WELL ! 


+ 
7 AE, FRIENP CLAW, 3 JUST We41-Àn 
| THERE'S LITTLE DOUBT À] WE!VE A6 M 
WE'VE SUCCEËPEC IN CR, ARONS" 
| ENTERNS SOME ALIEN À R WAY = 
LIMENSION. " - 


UNCERTAIN , THE WILD.EYErP 
MARRIOR THRUSTS HIS HANC 


THIS FARTICULAR 
EMPTINESS —- 


LMAGINE MOSATMARE ! GIVE 4 

ÎT YELLOW BREATH, CACKLING # 

VOICE, € CURTIS Hanps-- EL 

AN L KNOW À VISION 

+0 FREBZE THE SOUL OF À 
CIVILIZEP MAN 


Bur FORTUNATELY, 4 1e NO 

SUCH MINPERING CINILIZATION-- 

HE HAS ONLY INSTINCT AND 
FYTHARIAN STEEL ., 


BY THE GOPS? 
N WHAT MANNER 

OF MAPNESS 
N, 1 THIS 71 


"AND THE PESPERATE 
DETERMINATION THAT 
EVEN HERE, IN À | 
WORLD WHERE REAL/TY À 
HOLPS LITTLE SWAY re 
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HE WILL SURVIVE ! 


BY PAVIP MICHELINIE- WRITER 
KEITH GIF£IN ; RICAROQ YILLAGRAN 
an OSCAR NOVELLE- ARTISTS 
4 LIZ BERUBE-COLORIST 
JCE ORLANDO - EDITOR 
CNT AS PRET, 
| ARTS É 


di PA 
4 


| 
À PTT ur 


ss À 
1 KNOW 
NOT WHAT 
AFTERLIFE Æ& 
CoulD BE 
MORSE THAN 
THIS HELL, 


DEMON-SCUM, 
BUT 1 SWEAR-- 


4 


@”, 


£ Æ 


BUT THEN, AS IF TO 
PUMMEL CLAW'S ALREADY. 
STAGGERED SENSES,, 


i 

(--ONE OF US 
WILL SOON 
FIND OUT ! 


ÿ /? 


PONT wHar--A 
wf BOULDER!2 JR} 


PAS 


NARROWLY, THE LEAP 15 
COMPLETEP--ANC AS THE 
FUNGUS -CRUSTEC SKY — 

GTONE PRIFTS SLONLY AWAY-- E 


+74 TENUOUSLY- DANGLING 
PASSENGER PRIFTS 
| WITH IT.., 


HMPH, NOT THE MOST 
GRACEFLL OF EXITS, 
BUT AT LEAST IT'S 

2A GOT ME OUT OF -- 


THENZ IF 
MAPNESS 
MUST BE 
MY FATE-- 


MERCILESS GODS ,THE 
ROOTS ARE ALIVE ! 


PR 


ge 


15 THERE NO 
END TO THIS M 


Ê A 


DEATH-DEMON, N'#8 


L: 
er, 
me à 


+ Hi6 INF H4S LITTLE EN 
TIME 5 CONSIPER E EVER 


ÉQUALLY dés dé QUEST JON 


FOR AS HE WRENCHÉS His 
Ÿ BROAPENWORE FREE 70 


K FUTILELY AT THE COURS SLIME > 


# 4 / 7 Fu 
STRENN STRANPE- A 
4 4 HAS 1e 


Rs ne eRes SRE NEEENRES 


pe 


,; . 3 , à. ” 
EIAE 
7. 
< F 
= PR NS À 
: - x = 
FRS er ee ME ÉA S'E 
> à. % A } LL 
De" : 7 ? - 
Re 7 pe 
2 ! ’ 


N # rene $ 
*% é: À 
. Ce 


ANP IT 18 THAT BLAPE CLAW 
HAS SWORN TO RÉTRIEVE " } 


:-OR ELSE DIE 
| iN THE TRYINEG ; 
; RS 


4 
ke 
VAR 


Xe 


re 


1h44 
HO Ut 


FOR A MOMENT, 
THE SKY - ROCK 
HUMS CONTENTECLY 

AT THE PROSPECT 
OF DIGESTING ITS 
LATEST CONQUEST.., 


ANP SO THE 
CONFLICT 
PROCÉEPS-- 


rAONTS 
INEVITAS 


-- THIS PARTICULAR 
p BIT OF SUSTENANCE-- 


! 


EOR IT SOON BECOMES 
OBVIOUS THAT EVEN 
WHEN TRAPPED IN A 


STONY GULLET-- 


HA 
CONTENTMENT 
15 SHORT — 
L/VEP,,, 


L 1 
À 1] 
& | / , 


à 


tas 4 SIA 


| --CAN BE MORE 
|  TROUBLE-- 


l' 7 na tn FA, 
MA A1 --TN 175 
1 WORTH 1 FEES 

PRE 


» 


LA MA AS SLOWLY, IN AN AWED SILENCE ES 
7 À RIPPLEP ONLY BY THE WHISPER OF 
COSMIC WINDS, CLAW RISES,,,AND Li. 
FOR THE FIRST TIME GAZES UN- 
HINDERED AT THE ALIEN WORLD 
AROUND HIM... 


æ 


À WORLD OF CONTRADICTIONS AND 
À IMPOSSIBILITIES, ALL DOMINATED BY À 
(| TOWERING OBSIDIAN SPIRE...AND AN UN- 
NATURAL GATEWAY OF PALLIP, UNWHOLE 
SOME LIGHT... 


THAT GATE 15 THE FIRST ; LEAVES RUSTLE, AND 
MUMAN ASPECT I/VE --IT'S LIKELY THE FOREST SIGHS, 
SEEN ON THIS PLANE. IF THERE _l'LL THOUGH NO BREEZE 
THÈRE ARE ANSWERS TO] FIND THEM ! STIRS THE BRANCHES, 


IS 


1: 


THE CHOICE 
1& À SIMPLE 


RS | 
_ÎHE GIONE 1/6 _ 
VERY WELL, @ PB LA YIELDING, 


WARRIOR . AS JF UNCERTAIN 
; 18 VOU'VE BEEN THAT ITS 
FOR 1M SURE 4 MARNE... 7 

THAT ÉVEN YOU DATA AL) WE Cie Fe 

CAN SÉE THE 
BuT TILL, 
THÉ UPMARD 
JOURN 


TERRE re FOR THERE HE EINDS RE 

ANP AT THE SUMMIT, THE CW/LL À BIZARRE DOORWAY OF |. A DOOR THAT. 
AT'EHUPDERS CLANE SPINE BURNISHEP METAL, ONE D °WINGS SILENTLY | 

Sn roi. à INCONGRLIOUSLY WARM 4 - INNARC,.. 


7 "THE /WNCREDIBLE ! À | 
| Va 
a 74 4 
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IN À SHENE OF UNMATCHER É 
MN! SPLENDOR WHERE BY ALL 
MW LOGIC THERE SHOULC BE 
ONLY EMPTINESS. ANP IN 
‘| THE CENTER OF THAT 
ENIGMA ,; CAUGHT IN À 
AN HAN OF SCULPTEr 
BRONZE, THE&LIMMER- À 
INSG SILVER MÉTAL BLADE 
THAT CAN ONLY BE,,, ! 


NO OUTLANPER: 
NOT. WHO 


UT 


à 4 
ANUS, fr 


À { 


‘ N\ \ \ \l : | ! , 
AS 1'LL GLAPLY N\\ Li A4 w' 
PRÔOVE ONCE I'VE \ V 

GOT WHAT JL CAME S 


W, GË 
4 Q 
4 a & 
A NS 
H 
N 


SN 


ISS 


#1 NN 


FORGIVE ME, PYTHARIAN, 
1 NEGLECTED TO MENTION 


TRA 

ENPURE UNTIL THE La] 
EVENT OF MY 10: pr s à" 7 
LNLIKELY DEMISE ! AA À 4! 


eo) 
Vo 


Ds “ à 
# i 
4 
AL? Me 
o ” 
V A 
ÿ 


e Ÿ 


AR. 2 roi er CONTINUED ON #1 OULEWIRS. | 


3 PAGE Fl Te 


À. “,} AND AT LENGTH 


T GREW /MPATIENT 


‘ny THOUGH NOT, 
APPARENTLY , CAUTION,, . 
FOR À MISCAST SPELL 

1 SENT ME TUMBELING INTO 
» THIS VOID-- 


} 
8 


CONSÉQUENCES 
INVOLVEP == 


“eAT THE 


RAR NOPPER. OS LE pros pe ve A À PET Sn 9 6 


EV 
“BUT. THE PROCESS IN RISINS 
GOVERNMENT [S À YÉDIOUS NB 


D nee un he ve SES SEE 


“AND 50 1 SOLIGHT 
ANCIENT SCROLLS, 


Me WHBRE, BEFORE TZ 
COULP R£ECTIFY MY ERROR 
THE CAUSTIC ÉLEMENTS 
HÈRE BEGAN TO FÆED-- 


M TE 
LON MY LIVING, 
IMMORTAL SOUL ? 


LE « bi 


AN: PL 
# HE DARK ONES, 
SMHEARING CBEDIENCE, 
SERVITUDE, RÉVERENCE, 
AND'AT LAST..: 1 WAS.. 


pe r: un DR EI es: ' - 
l'Anr THUS A FURTHER RÉVEN AY SOUL AG 


METAMORPFHOSIS WAS 
INITIATEP. ONE THAT GAVE 
ons Ne 

POWER T HAD SO AVIDLY. 


À FORM THAT ENABSLE 

THE DARK ONES TO. 
RETAIN A CERTAIN», 
CONTROL OVER ME... 


\ LA 
7 à. , 
D À NS 
1 EP #19 74 \\\ J 
CT © 


|4 £ 


état 
y, M) y] | 


THAT TRIAL,, 
BARBARIAN, 1S 
THE FROTECTION OF 

n  MOONTAORN, 


Dee = 7 0 EU 
S m> 


“BUT EVEN 50, I WAS PROMISEP 
EULL RESTORATION ONCE TL HA ; 
PROVEN MYSELF THROUGH TR/AL., 


er 


AND TIM SURE 
YOU'LL UNDER STANP 
THAT WITH MY SOUL 

IN THE BALANCE, 

SUCH PROTECTION 
IS ONE TASK - 


CU HAT RASE PU) OVNI 


34. 


Ee £ 
DEFIÉES R&ALITY,: 


" 
j| 


Ï 1 
jh 


CE 
Ÿ VD EG; 2 
À CE VA LA 
4 Co Æ 
PES nn, #4 


UMAN HAN 
SES, A SPARKLING 
SHRIERS -— 
/ MEN 3 


CF ZE il A RON ES D 27207 y 
UPTLY, ASAVAGE À --LEAVING ONLY SI —_ Anp À GRIM DESIRE 
HOWL BURSTS FROM À INSTINCT-- à TO SELL L/FÉ 

NON TE Er 


CLAW!5S THROAT, AS NT 
THE LAST VESTIGE OF 
REASON FADES-- 


TK 


” 


ed” 


\ ÿ 
js 


RE 
ALL THE WHILE KNOWING| |? 
THAT THE OUTCOME OF 
THAT DESPERATE 
BARGAINING -- 


--INEVITABLY -- 
ALEN SR 


f --AS WITH AN EXPRESSION OF 
PE SES INTO iE SEMBANCE OT LI MONT: 
|" “or À SATISFIED SMILE, F7 A TERRES 


SN Te « 
€” 


UnNri 
DPDENLY-- 


ge PRG / 
Remi Le, 


4 


7 WITH ONE MIGHTY 
WEIGHTEC STEEL 
Y IS HIS! 


HO, WIZARD1 IT SEEN 


EVEN HERE / AND NOW 
THAT IT'S HELPED ME 
DISPOSE OF YOUR. 
MINIONS, V'LL-- 


YOU'LL WHAT, ù 
BARBARIAN 2 OR 
HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN 


-= THAT MY BODY 15 
INVULNERABLE 2 


HEARTBEAT , THE AIR 

FAIRLY CRACKLES WITH 
FRUSTRATION ANT #” 
IMPOTENT a “rt 4 F 


‘ 


Z 


r # 
- 

Ÿ 

5) 
ponte: 


ENS 
ONTINUED ON 4- 
PAGE FOLLOW 


YES, OUTLANDER. . , Î 
YOU WERE SAYING...{ 


GODS! THEN THAT'S THE } 
HOLD THE DARK ONES KEPT/ 
THEY RETURNED MAHAN'S SOUL- -; 
BUT LOCKEC IN A. CASING OF fl 
5 ER FRAGILE GLASS) jo 
MUST: PLEASE ! 
T-TAKE THE 
SILVER SWORP! 
TAKE ANY- 
THING ? 
JUST GIVE 
AC 


WORLP ! L 


KT 


® "®,.i 


» 


CLAW HAS SEEN MLICH THIS DAY-- 
SIGHTS THAT WOULD SHATT. 
LESSER MAN. AND SO IT 15 LITTLE 
T IN LIGHT OF THIS 
FINAL OBSCENITY, HE DOES THE 
NM ONLY THING HIS HAGGARP MINT 
M WILL ALLOW-HE CLOSES His 


EN --ANZ SCKEAMS,, 


1j 1: 4ÿ L a4Ÿ L a4ÿ L' 7 1 


IN MANY FORMS, El 
ANE BY MANY di 
ES. ON THIS 


CONGRATULATIONS 

LORD CLAW: THE 
CONTEST 1& 4 

You 


4 


‘ 


Ds 
+% 
v/2 2 


| À 


w 


D SR 
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THEN, YOU 
FOUL-SMELLING 


ENCRU N 
SLIME-SLAVERING FURIES 
WHOSE EYES SHINE NOT WITH 
EVIL, BUT MERELY - - 


b KR 


FOR THIS UANWILLING 
ol MEAL” ATTACK 
V4 | WAS BORN À PRINCE -- 


M BUT THEN, FROM À MOST L 


p Re: 
À 


CLAW THE UNCONQUERED, Vol. 2, No. 9, Sept.-Oct., 1976. Published bi-monthly by NATIONAL PERIODICAL Soi Harrison, President 
PUBLICATIONS, INC. Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N.Y. Copyright © 1976 by National Periodical Jenette Kahn, Publisher 
Publications, Inc. Al Rights Reserved. The stories, characters and incidents mentioned in this magazine are | dos Orlando, Editor 
entirely fictional. No actual persons, living or dead, are intended or should be inferred. Printed in U.S.A. Paul Levitz, Assistant Editor 
è AT ; \ Jack Adler, Production Manager 
This periodical moy not be sold except by authorized deolers and sold subject to the conditions that it shall not be sold | 
or distributed with any part of its cover or markings rémoved, nor in a mutilated condition, nor affixed to, nor as part of Advertising Representative, 
ony advertising, literary or pictorial maiter whatsoever. | Sanferd Schwarz & Co. Inc. 
SUBSCRIPTION DEPT.: National Periodical Publications, Inc., 155 Allen Blvd., Farmingdale, N.Y. 11735. Rote 53 in | 355 Lexinglon Avenue, New 
USA. ($4 olsewhere). Subscription is for consecutive issues totalling 53.00 of their cover prices. | or 10017, (212) 


‘ k 1 ki 
-<SALVYATION : À STEELY-EYEC -BARBARIAN 
NAME CLAW, LATE OF THE FYTHARIAN OUT- 
LANDS, WHO FOR THESE LAST WEEKS. HAS 
TRAIPSED À CONTINENT AND À COSMOS ON A 
DARK AND TORTUROUS QUEST.,, À JOURNEY 

"WHOSE HAROSHIFS AND HORRORS CLING TC 
THE SPIRIT LIKE A LIVING L£ÉECH EVEN AFTER 
THE TROUBLESOME TASK (S DONE.. 


"9 3 


ANC THUS CAN THE DARK-MANED 
WARRIOR BE FORGIVEN IF HIS 
SUDDEN APPEARANCE IS SOME - 

WHAT LACKING IN -— 


rISTS | * À #a 
KANLT SNA 


LVL JP) ADte 
E(COLORIST) x 


L* 


Ÿ ŸHE BATTLE CONTINUES, WITH 
PRINCE GHILKYN SILENTLY 
ACCEPTING THE FACT THAT 

HIS FRIEND 1S ONCE MORE AT 

BR haie } AND CLAW HAPPY 

5 ur TO BE THERE, < 

FA REMEMBERING ONLY LATER, TRAVERSING THAT 

APS HOURS BEFORE WHEN DEMONIC PLANE ALONE, 

AA HE HAD WATCHED THE | | CLAW HAD COME UPON THE 

IN] GREEN-cLAD sWworps-| | OBTECT OF HIS WORLDS- 
MA 1 MAN £JECTEL FROM |g  SPANNING SEARCH -- 


HE =D | THE CHAOS -REAL 
EL | THROUGH THE ARCANE 


TALISMAN, THE 
PR --14e encHANTer, 
SAMETQNE SILVER-HUED BLADE | 
M CALLED MOONTHORN... À 


Qué 
SNCE 


CL 


La 
» 


> 


P 
; 
$ 

? 


BuT MIONTHORN HAD À 
ŒLARDIAN--THE MALEVOLENT 
POLITICIAN-CLM-SORCERER ;, 
MAHAN K'HANDA,, A CREATURE 
WHOSE CORRUPT SOUL LAY 
CAPTIVE IN À CRYSTAL EGG 
ABOUT HIS WAÏST,., = 


.. A VULNERABILITY 
CLAW'S TWISTED RIGHT 
EHOW 


HAND HAD SOM 
EP -- AND HAD 


1 SENS, 
CRUYSHED INTO OBLIVION... 


LAST END IN —- 
F7 


-r SUCCESS, FRIEND CLAW / \& 
‘TWOULD SEEM THE SBEASTS” 


se") | / COURAGE IS SOMEWHAT 
SE 7 LACKING WHEN FACE 
WITH TWO FOES ? 


THOUGH FROM THE 
BLADE IN YOUR <: 
HAND , T'D SAY YOU'VE 
MET WITH MORE 


MN THAN YOUR SHARE ; 
OF 6OOD FORTUNE TH-THE 
D, TODAY/ TALISMAN !/ 


. ’ ‘ 
AVE, HILL- | IT'S GONE: 
PRINCE, THE > BUT WHY--£ 
GRIMSTONE 
DID ITS 
WORK =- 


| PERHAPS, MY FRIENP/ 
BECAUSE AT HAD 
SERVEP ITS PURPOSE, 


/ H-HELPS{ 


PLEASE ;, 
YOU MUST 
LP 


: J & ÿ 1 THE STONE HAS 
1 SENT US CEOSE 10 
WHAT WE SEEK. THIS £ 
DESTRUCTION IS FRESH, 
AND CAN MEAN BUT d 
ONE THING-- 


--N'HGLTHSS 
IS MEAR! 


AVE, N'HGLTHSS,, AND LE 
- de ce WHERE THE DEATH — 
À * EMON ROAMS 


BuT WHILE STARTLEP HEADS TURN 

TO GREET THE UNEXPECTED CRIES, 

MUCH HARSHER TONES ASSAIL THE 

WALLS OF CASTLE DARKMORN, SOME LE yves 17% 

LEAGUES DISTANT TO THE NORTHEAST., WELL, MIFTUNG, ARE YOU SATISFIEP * 
TI STA WITH THE RESULTS OF YOUR BUMELING MN 
A ATTEMPTS AT WIZARDRY 17 LR 


AYE, TRIEZ AND FAILEP! 
THAT ACCURSEP BARBARIAN 
NT RER | 
CAN 5L STE 
I MONED STRO T KNOW NOT WHY, 
Me EURE 4 BUT THAT MAN IS THE 
L ONLY THREAT TO MY 
EVENTUAL RULE OF THE 
FIFTEEN WORLDS, 
AND IF HE CONTINUES 
TO L/V 


FOR T ASSURE. 
You THAT ÎF YOU 
FAIL ONCE MORE -- 


BUT, KING OCCLILAS , -- THERE WILL 

AS TZ EXPLAINEP LEE Hi D BE ART, 

BEFORE, THERE ÂRE TIME : 
FORCES AT WORK 
HERE, POWERFUL 

THAT -- 

NO, MY LORD, 

THERE WILL 

BE NO, WEXT 


SPARE ME YOUR * 
WORDS, YOU 
MSERABLE LACKEY, 
AND PAY HEED TO 


HE'S À GOOD MAN, 


BUT HE'S SPENT HIS 


WHOLE LIFE HÉRE-- 


/THAT'S RIGHT, Goo 
SIRS, FATHER FRÉFUSES 
10 LEAVE THE VILLAGE! ÉVEN 


THOUGH TO STAY 15,70 COURT N£s ; ä 

24 & È oe RT : AND SWEARS THAT MR 
; > SSeS A 07) NOTHING WILL MAKE 

SPA HIM LEAVE HIS-- À 


AH, PAUCHTER, YOU'RE 

BACK.ANP TI SEE 

YOU'VE BROUGHT 
GUESTS, 


WOULP YOU CARE TO 
OFFER THEM SOME _À 


TEA “ss <é 


ENOUGH , OLP MAN. Œ s 


WE'VE WASTEP TOO 


Ÿ W-WAIT! 
1-T JUST 


MUCH ME ALREADY. 

THE GIRL WANTS WANTEP 
YOU TO GO-- 50 YOU TO | 
GO YOU WILL 7 TALK TO 

té HIM'! JUST | 


OH, PLEASE, FÂTHER, 
! YOU MUST LEAVE 
WITH US’ I'D HOPEC 
THESE WARRIORS COULP | 
HELP CONVINCE YOU bte art PAR 
OF THIS FOLLY OF RATHER CRUDE - 
: LOGIN RLUFF/ANS 


PLEASE! ÿ-YOL 
MIGHT AURT HIM ! 
LET HMGO, 
YOU ANIMAL 


TR | HURRIEPLY, THE TWO. 
Le WARRIORS ROUND A 

Ne 7 CRUMBLING CORNER-- | 

Fr, és: PPDA à enr 
Fur FIN 


= HOPING TO 
FOR THEIR 


| LNWILÉING, BURDENS: à 

7} BEFORE ENCOUNTERING 
THE LANGER THEY | 
KNOW LURKS NEAR,,. 


pr à 


a | 


VACATION IN THE COUNTRY... 
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n'a 
O 
EG 
LI 
«x 
qu 
Fe 
EN 
à 
OÙ 
PH 
PA 
É 
OT 
re 
5: 
La 


T IS À HOPE 
WITHOUT 
NDATION., 


FOU 


RS” 


BUT THE GIRL 

AND THE OLD MAN 
ARE QUICKLY 

FORGOTTEN ; AS, 


AYE ,GHILKYN, BUT 
WE'VE SOMETHING 
MORE THAN STEEL 
; EL AA NOW ! LET US SEE 
T s us -- 
ORER LV? IF IT DOES US 


) 


7 
A 
ë 
5 
À 
k: 
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# 
34 
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AYE , BUT MORE 
PORTANTLY, THE 
EAST FELT ÎT' 


“ 
ns 


THE BLADE! 1-IT 
GLOWED AS IT 
SIRUCK THE 


LIN 


2: Le AE D à On se si = 
BA CONTINUED ON 35% PAGE FOLLOWING 
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CARS 


rer GAVING CLAW THE 
OPPORTLNITY TO SWING 
HIS SUPERNATLRAL BLADE 
IN A SECONL ARC... 


—-MAY PROVE GOME- 
WHAT MORE P/S- 
ASTROLIS - 


a 


5 > | 
CURSE YOU, 
 DEMON ! IT'S 
ME YOU WANT | 
LEAVE MY 
ns FRIENP-- 


N 


— 7 


IRKE-À PEAL CE SHATT 


HERE I AM, YOLI 
FOLL- BREATHEC 
GPAWN OF À 
RIVER SLUG / 

IF YOU WANT 

ME 50 BADLY-- 


--THEN COME: 
AND TAKE 
ME / 


SSSSSSA ! 
ATTACK ! 
KR LA 


SRE ON he 
SN NN “ 
NS Le 


KA 


hr 7 " . à] 4 e se (|| 

Fi # , — À D À Fi 
THE EERIE GLOW DANCING ALONS MOONTHORN'S 
SILVER LENGTH GROS ,GLOWING AG IE IN 


ANTICIPATION, AS MAN FACES MONSTER,,, EACH 
TENSING FOR THE FINAL MOMENT OF —-— 


YOU'VE RoleuT A 
DRLO MONOTER (| AR LA 


LIN 


RFIE 
Le 
{ 


PIE, CH BL 


_ FIEND, Di--€h Z 
WH-WHAT == +, JR 
WYERE AM I ‘! RE 


Ci 


4: LL CE 


N 


7/1 


AND FIN 


| RATHER 


F à 


É o) vs & pe 
} PYTHE GOPS, HAS A : 
N'HELTHSS SLAN ME _ YAN 


N € K \ 
AG WELL Z WHAT MANNER | Drios)\\ A 
OP MELL 15 THIS 7 AIT, 1) 


MENTS WOULC 
» HELP TO --oH/ 


LEAVE ME ALONE, WOMAN / 
| MY LIFE HAS BEEN TOYED 
| WITH OVERMLCH THESE 
PAST DAYS--AND ZI WOULD 
KNOW Way 1 


a 


CLOTHING ! EVEN À = URSS À SUITASLE 
MS GARMENTS à À LZ RAIMENT FOR ONE = 
HAVE BEEN = È À, WC SERVES == 
NROIPRPPE . à À Fins ion 
|! £ A 5 À 


TI NN AN dé 


x 


D RELAX, LORD CLAW. = 
LCR /N A MOMENT... D: | 
=. YOU] WLL NES 
\\\L> 


BUT HON-- Z 


= THE PARTICLLAR MLLTIVERSE NC 9 
= WHICH YOU DWELL, LORD CLAW, (5 =£ 

= COMPOSED CF FIFIEEN PIMENSIONS.— | 

_ EIGHT POSITIVE PLANES--SEVEN CE 

D 7 WHICH ARE CONTROLLED PRIMORIEY 

D OYTHE LEGIONS OF LIGHT--AND 
= GEVEN NEGATIVE PLANES, OR 
Z,,. … VOIDS, BETWEEN. 


7 


au 


D THIS END, THE SHADOW. SS 
GODS HAVE CHOSEN KINC 
DCELLAS OE THE YELLOW © 
EYE AS THEIR AGENT IN %s, 
THE GRANC STRUSGLE . 
WAILE QUR CHAMPION, } = 

LORD CLAW.:15 MAS à 

SL MAT EE RATE 


pr 
L ÿ : oe æ 
È “ \ ou BP La 


DU ÆDR WIOEVER CONTROLS THAT 


- ADVANTAGE AND POWER TC 
Z TOPPLE THE COSMNVE EGLU- 
lOBRAAN = 
E THE 


ji 
NV 


2 : 


=. FINAL PLANE SHALL HAVE THE ; 


ER 
| LS... 


\:) 


NL RSerr7Aely ALL Or 


= TUCSE SEVEN VOIS 

ARE CCMMNATEZ BY FORCES 
CF LISORDER-- CLR 

| ETERNAL ENEMES, THE À 

SHACOW-GODS. 3 


1 1R 


À HE REMAINING PLAN: 
YOUR PLANE--IS TRE 
NS BALANCE WORLD, THE 
(TZ KEY TCA CONFLICT EVEN 
TE CANNCT EXPLAIN FULLY-- 
TZ BUT ONE NACSE IMPCR- 
..CTANCE IS ONLY TOD CLEAR. 
PEL À ; E 
l'a 44 : 


S THE REISONS FOR 
: OUR CHOICE ARE 


NBUT THE EXORCISM | M --IT MAC LECT SOME 
WAS NOT ENTIRELY OF ITS SPIRITLAL SU6- W 
GUCCESSELIL ver ; STANCE INTHE CARELESS 
CONTURERS BLOOP... 


("ADR ThoueH THE DEMON | RRRCESS 5 ie VTT || UE CAT Mis 


 HAP FLED TS DIMENSION-- | ŸRè 1 8  lISve-rurrer HAN!" || Passer rem PARENT 
de — ————— 7 CHILD. 


, it CA x 4 à: 
DURE LERRIEE Pr JV AP Era 
BACH FONER COLULD BE L) RIRES AN , 2 SE 
À THREAT TC THE DARK 2à CAR € 7. POSSESSOR 
FORCES HE SERVEI 


ÉANCP PYTHARIA,, 


gs 
PE RER RTE 
tels À / Ep) à 
VEUT W Fr, 1772 
WE BROLGHT = 
YOU TO OLR © 
REALM THEN, — 
KNONINS THAT |: à NA. . = 
THE ABILITY TC 6 D il ; DES D. CUR PLAN, 


WELD TE = : Re IE AND 5C CAST À 
PONERS OF +274 4 SPELL 


OUR ENEMIES 7h LE. ER Vas ENS | “GE 2 
bare Das ER R} \ TE . NE : 5 OL) PASSE 
FORMICABLE 

_ CHAMPION 

INDEEL / 


RUE OUT LOT AIN A7 


PES 
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ARCHERY, RQ 
DISC-CUTTERS, © 
SWORDSMAN- : 
SWIP, 
THROWING $ 
STICKS--LUNTIL 
NO LIVINS = 
MORTAL COLULL © 
MATCH YOUR À 
SK/LLS. « à ca 
TITWAS THEN SE 
YOU WERE NT 
DEEMEL. 2. 
READY FOR, = 
RELEASE! Ÿ 
f, L 
N 


VMS 
NV 
É A SPECIAL É- 
: GAUNTLET WAS = 
- FÎTTEL TO YOUR > 


- HAND, À CRMSON À QU 
GLOVE MALE CE | 
CRACLILLUM-T = À. = LT 
- AMETAL THAT. © 3 ÿ > 
WOLILD NOT ONET= De 


LUNA 3 


TINARRENTEYT 


IUAIX 


\ 


SHIELD YOU FROM - 
THE GROWNS © 
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LEE RSA 


BY SHAKA!S BONES / 
1 KNOW NOT WHAT 
SQUABBLE THESE 
POGS D 


--'TIS BLOOP 
THEY'LL GET! 


-PLEASE / 


1-1 CANIT $£ÆE! PPS 
> ® C7 


rt, 
\! 


SOTH/ THE LOUT'S CARCASS HOLDS MY 
SNVORD. LET GO, YOU LEATHERY CUR/ L£T G-- 


.…l'VE CAUGHT GLIMPSES 
SN OF YOUR F/GHTING-- : SO IT 20£S 
ALAS, LONGHAIR, AND FIND YOUR SÆ7/LL | SEEM UNJUST 
ITWOULD SEEM QUITE /MPRESSIVE! OO TO SKEWER YOU 
YOUR FORTUNE À IN FACT, L'D SAY THAT LIKE À SNAREP 
HAS RUN OUT YOU WERE THES/NGLE  ]N N) ÆA88/T/ 
FOR THE DAY. FACTOR THAT'S TURNED / 
THE BATTLE AGAINST 


THEREFORE, L WOW/T./ 
AFTER ALL, THERE 
HAS TO BE SOME 

HONOR AMONG 

WARRIORS, EH? 

EVEN BETWEEN 
ENEMIES,! 


FAREWELL, LONGHAIR./ 
PERHAPS ONE DAY L'LL HAVE 
THE CHANCE TO KILL YOU 
UNDER MORE REPUTABLE 
| CIRCUMSTANCES/ HA HA HA / 


FOR À MOMENT, CLAW STANDS PUZZLEP -- 


ER 2 
FRE 


--ESPECIALLY SINCE / NS | ni 
THEVIRE NOT TOO ]S REA \ : 1% 
PARTICULAR AS TO 
WHÉRE THE EARS 
COME FROM 


Y-VOUR A/D WAS 
GREATLY APPRECIATED! 


AYE ! W-WEIRE 
MOST 
GRATEFUL ! 


l'M SURE YOU'LL FIND THIS 
WINE MOST INVIGORATING, 


WARRIOR. IT COMES FROM 
THE ROOST OF A MINOR 


WIZARD WE RECENTLY 
ONE OF SEVERAL, UH-- 


…- INUSUAL ITEMS 


WE WERE ABLE TO 
mr OBTAIN…. 


WHA--BY THE 
\ GODS !/ THE SMOKE-- 
, (TIS AL/VE! 


MY BLADE =KOFF KOFF £ 
PASSING THROUGH THE 
ARMS... LIKE THEY WERE 
SHADOWS// © KOFF £ 


C-CANTT àCHOKE - 
BREATHÉE!! C-CANTT... 
KOFF2...CANIT... 


AYE, IF THIS METAL 
GLOVE REALLY DOES 
WHAT THE BARBARIAN 
IT COULD MEAN 
FORTUNE. 


SAYS 
OUR 


1 GASP1£ nue 
| 


! 


NIGHT PASSES... AND AS DAWN BRIGHTENS THE 
KYFIRTHIAN MERCENARY CAMP NEAR SAFHADDE... 


ECTS 


SWORPM 
COULD BE OF 
SERVICE...? 


… { EH? AND WHO THE 
HÉLL ARE YOU? 


1M AFRAID 
YOU PONT 
SWOR 


DSMANSHIP-: 
BUT TO TECH IT/ 


WHAT 2/ AN OUTLANDS --THAN YOU HAVE WITH YOUR 
BARBARIAN WITH À CRIPPLED }, TWO PRISSY GOOZ ONES/ 
HAND--COME TO TEACH MY #, 

STUPENTS HOW TO F/GAT ? E VERY WELL, BRAGGART, 
HA! THAT A GOOP ONE, IT IS! 4 IF IT'S À WAGER 
; Le YOU WANT-- YOU'VE 


LAUGH \F YOU WILL, 
SWORPMASTER, BUT I'LL 
WAGER THAT IVE PUT MORE 

MEN TO THE BLADE WITH 
, THIS “CRIPPLEP“ HAND-- 


mn 5 


THESE ARE MY THREE 
TOP STUPENTS. IF YOU 
| CAN BEST THEM, THE 
À . INSTRUCTOR'S JOB IS 
YOURS, IF NOT, WELL-- 


--AT LEAST WE'!LL 
SEE THAT ALL OF 
PARTS 


| Your ARÈ 
D), BURIED TOGETHER! 


THEY DON'T KNOW THAT TO. THE DARK-SCOWLED CLAW, THEIR THRUSTS ARE PREDICTABLE, THEIR PARRIES 
/NEFFECTUAL, THEIR ATTACK À MERE CH/LO'S GAME... 


Awo THEY DONT KNOW--EVEN AS CLAW 13 
WHY AN UNFAMILIAR F/RE FLOWS INTO 
GRIM BARBARIANIS EYES, AND À QUICK SMAÆL 
CURLS HS LIPS, EVEN AS THE CONTEST SEEMS O 


2 \: 


e F7 ri 
a. 4 


C%= 
x 
eg # 
7 % 
= æ 


CONTINUED ON QUOWI 


99. 


BUT wHiLE A COLP SHUPDER OF APPREHENSION QUIYERS CLAW'S 
SPINE, À CHILL OF A DIFFÉRENT SORT FALLS LEAGUES WESTWARD-- 


: LIKE SUITHERRE ICE... 


ED, OCCULAS--BUT 
THAT FAILURE WAS NOT D JOUE 
ALONE. FOR IN TRUTH, WE MIS IUPÉEP 
THE RESOURCES Li NÉSS re à x OUR 
ADVERSARY, THOUGH 1 CAN ASSURE 
YOU, SUCH WiILL MOT BE THE CASE-- 


SAFHADDE: WHERE THE DAYS PASS SLOWLY, STREAMING TOGETHER INTO AN ENDLESS ge OF SLASHING 
BLADES AND CRACKING SHIELDS, Fes BARKED ORDERS AND BONE -PEEP FATIGUS .. 


EAT HEARTILY, MY 
BROTHERS/ AFTER ALL, #7 IN FACT LOFTEN. 
IT TAKES GREAT THANK THÉ GOPS THAT 
STRENGTH TO SWING fr L'VE BUT A LADLE 
À BLADE./ à TO WIELP, 


AND _ YOU'RE 
THROUGA, 15 
THAT CLEAR? 


+ À {WW 
VE AN \ 
EMA È 


BUT I STILL HAVE NEÉEDLESS TO SAY SLEEP COMES 
MY W/LL, PAMN YOU! UNEASILY THAT NIGHT.., AND AS 
IT'S AS I FEARED— "LL ET T'LL THE NEXT DAY BEGINS 
THÉ CURSE OF MY 
FATHERS 1S NOW 

UPON ME! 


% 6 


“« "7 
SSSR 


«* 


4 


1% 


80 LEAGUES AND HOURS PASS IL FINALLY, AS 
THE PESTINATION IS REACHEP,,. 


KEEP SHARP 
EYES, LAPS! THESE 
NS ARE CRAFTY 
PEVILS/ THEYIRE 
LIABLE TO RESORT 
TO AWY-- 


--AND HE HOPELESSLY, HELPLESSLY 
SURRENDERS TO THAT SUMMONS, 
BECOMINS 


BUT FOR ONE WARRIOR, 

THE COMBAT SWIFTLY 
TAKES À MORE 
SINISTER TURN -- 


4 


--AS EYES SWELL BLOATEP 
WITH THE CRIMSON CALL 
OF BLOODLUST -- 


1_CI ES JAH] TD à 


-- AS HIS SLASHING SWORD SEEKS SATISFACTION IN WHATEYER 
NFOR ARGET SHOULD STUMBLE 


2 L ITTINGLY INTO HIS 
REACH, BE IT FOE-- HAN 


@ 7" 


-- OR FAFIEND./ AND THUS CAN HIS INEXPERIENCEP CHARGES 


UNTIL AT LAST HE STANDS ALONE, HIS BODY SHINING WITH 
RUNNY RED SWEAT AND SPATTERS OF FLESH NOT HIS OWN... 


SO, LONGHAIR, IT APPEARS.. WE ARE THE 
ONLY TWO LEFT. AND AFTER SEEING THE 
WAY YOU HANDLEP MY FELLOW SOLPIERS-- 


--L CONSIPER IT MORE PRUDENT THAN Ve, à 
COWARPLY TO YIELP MY SWORP. 


I JUST HOPE 
F3 da pi leu PRISONS 


DO 50 


; . 
. EMA 
CONCLUDED ON 3rd PAGE FOLLOWING 
10 5. 


% 


Quire sIMPLY, THERE 1S À ANP AFTER A LIFETIME OF BEING 
POINT BEYOND WHICH ANY MAN LSEL BY SES 
MAY BE PUSHED.. 2 2 
NS % 


APPROVED 
THE 


4 RE, \ A ‘À \ F \ Sas 
Æ VAN, co 
À 


| ANT Y «3 


) SWORP VS. SORCERY-- 
IN AN INCREPIBLE 
CITY BENEATH 

THE SEA! 


4 


» TTL, 


; 


yo 


_ Lwsarcre SOU, 
Do 1 se HR 


L YOU OWE ME 
frs DNA YOUR L/ÆE 


Ki ... AND TVE 
COME TO 


